University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

11-22-1994

Public comment period closed for Salmon Lake causeway
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Public comment period closed for
Salmon Lake causeway" (1994). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 13471.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13471

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of M ontana
University C om m unications
M issoula, MT 598T2
(406) 243-2522

NEW S RELEASE
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Nov. 22, 1994
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD CLOSED FOR SALMON LAKE CAUSEWAY
MISSOULA The University of Montana Foundation’s request to extend the public comment period on a
proposed causeway to Sourdough Island in Salmon Lake has been denied, loundation Executive
Director Larry Morlan said Tuesday, so the U.S. Army Corps ot Engineers is no longer accepting
citizens’ input on the issue.
The public comment period ended Nov. 17, but the foundation had requested a 30-day
extension to give citizens more time to express their opinions on all issues regarding construction ot
the causeway from Highway 83 to Sourdough Island, Morlan said. The foundation also requested
the Corps of Engineers hold a public hearing on the causeway proposal. Both requests were
denied, he said, adding that Corps of Engineers officials indicated that denial of such requests is
typical.
The UM Foundation has petitioned the Corps of Engineers for a causeway to make
Sourdough Island accessible year-round. That access would make the island home, owned by
Phyllis and Dennis Washington of Missoula, more usable by the University. The Washingtons have
made a tentative offer to donate the property to UM as a site for academic conferences and
institutes.
Written confirmation of the extension denial should arrive next week when the Helena
Corps of Engineers office forwards copies of all letters received about the causeway proposal from
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Salmon Lake area residents and others, Morlan said.
The next step, he said, is for the foundation to respond to concerns raised in citizens’ letters
and issues identified by the Corps of Engineers. With the help of experts both on and off campus,
the foundation will work to determine the impacts of building the causeway and to study ways to
make a Sourdough Island conference center self-supporting. Financial considerations are essential,
Morlan said, since neither foundation nor state funds would be used for upkeep of the center.
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Contact: Larry Morlan, 243-2593.
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